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Being  ilie  ilay  appoiniod  by  Governor  F.  K.  Sliinik,  as  a  pcason  of  Thanksgiving  mid  rmyor, 
Tlirougliont  tlie  < 'oninionwcaUli  of  rennsylvania. 


BV  JOSEPH  A.  MUHKAV, 
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GEJ'TYSBUKG  : 


PUJiVTED  P>  Y  TT.  C.  NETNSTEHY, 


jMrcccxr.v. 


i'cicrshnrg^  ftcceniher  Is/.  1845. 

Fcf.v.  aki)  Deah  Srn — 

AClev  the  dolivcry  ol'  ynur  cxceilpiit  discourse,  on  (ho  27th  ultimo,  the  con- 
gregation,  by  a  resolution  to  that  etl'ect,  appointed  the  undersigned  a  committee  to 
request  of  yon  a  copy  for  ]niblication.  We,  therefore,  cordially  uniting  in  their 
linanimou.sly  exjircssed  desire,  respectfully  request  of  you  a  copy  for  that  purpose. 
With  our  highest  esteem,  yours, 

WM.  131  YEN, 
MOSES  NEELY. 

Kr.v.  .T.  A.  MiTitnAY,  TJillsbui'g,  Pa. 


])illsl)ii.rg,  Dcccmher  3rf,  1845. 


Oenteemen, — 

J  am  really  thankful  for  the  favorable  opinion  expressed  by  mj‘  Petersburg 
friends,  with  respect  to  the  sermon  delivered  by^  me  on  Thanksgiving  day — -an  opin¬ 
ion,  as  coni]iliincnbiry  as  it  was  unexpected  and  nnmei'itcd.  Hoping  (hat  the  'pub - 
licaihm  of  the  discourse  may  accomplish  some  good,  1  give  it,  though  with  reluc- 
lance,  for  I  hat  purpose,  and  give  it  in  all  ils  naked  simplicity. 

Voins,  Iriily', 

J.  A.  MURRAY. 

Messrs,  ItrvEX  and  Nfeev. 


SERMON. 


“Offer  unlo  God  ihanksgiving.”  Psalm  50  :  14. 

Ix  WILLING  compliance  with  the  appointment  and  invitation  of  the 
Executive  of  our  Commonwealth,  we  have  this  day  assembled  ourselves 
together  in  the  sanctuary,  ‘ho  unite  in  expressions  of  gratitude  to  the 
great  Giver  of  all  good  for  the  numerous  blessings  and  favors  we  have 
received  at  his  hands — in  preserving  to  us  our  great  civil  and  religious 
rights — in  granting  to  us  a  season  of  health  and  plenty — in  prospering 
our  State  and  Nation — in  crowning  with  success  the  institutions  of  our 
beloved  country — in  preserving  to  us  the  blessings  of  his  revealed  will — 
and  in  continuing  to  us  the  offers  of  mercy  through  the  Redeemer ;  and 
as  our  dependence  on  God  is  so  entire,  that  we  have  all  to  ask,  and  our 
innocence  so  lost,  that  we  have  much  to  fear,  to  supplicate  him  for  the 
continuance  of  these  rich  blessings  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  and 
for  that  meekness,  humility,  and  gratitude  which  becomes  the  recipients 
of  his  bountiful  goodness.* 

The  good  custom — a  custom  which  commends  itself  to  the  feelings 
of  every  pious  and  grateful  heart — of  observing,  by  gubernatorial  ap¬ 
pointment,  at  least  one  day  every  year,  as  a  season  of  thanksgiving,  has 
prevailed  for  a  very  long  time  in  the  New  England  States;  where  it  is 
hallowed  in  the  memories  and  affections  of  the  descendants  of  the  Pil¬ 
grims,  and  where  its  return  is  always  greeted  with  joy  and  gladness,  as 
a  period  of  reuniting  the  tender  ties  of  friends  and  kindred.  For  there, 
on  occasions  of  this  kind,  it  is  customary  for  children,  who  have  been 
absent  from  home,  to  retrace  their  steps  to  the  paternal  mansion,  again 
to  surround  the  family  board,  and  thus  statedly  and  regularly  share  in 
the  blandishments  and  congratulations  of  parental  love  ;  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  favorable  opportunity  is  afforded  to  recount  the  goodness  of 
Providence,  as  well  as  to  impart  suitable  advice  and  admonition. 

And  in  this  connection  we  would  observe,  as  being  itself  a  matter  of 
thankfulness,  that  days  of  thanksgiving  have  been  appointed  this  year 
in  no  less  than  eighteen  States  and  four  Cities  of  the  Union,  and  we  may 

*  Governor  Sluuik’s  rroclaraation. 
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rcasonulily  look  I'oi  the  time  when  this  I'estival  of  gratitude,  this  good 
old  usage  ol’  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  will  become  uniform  throughout  the 
nation.  The  6th  of  tliis  month  was  observed  in  Charleston,  South  Car¬ 
olina,  and  in  Mobile,  Alabama;  the  20th  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky ;  the 
21st  in  Maryland;  the  present  day,  the  27th,  in  New  Hampshire,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Connecticut,  Pdiode  Island,  New  Jersey,  Michigan,  Indiana^ 
Illinois,  Pennsylvania,  Washington  city  and  Savannah,  Georgia ;  the  4th 
of  December  is  to  be  oljserved  in  iHainc,  Vermont,  and  New  York;  the 
8th  in  Florida,  the  25t!i  in  Missouri,  and  the  31st  in  Delaware. 

We  rejoice,  we  praise  God,  for  this  general  acknowledgement  of  His 
goodness  on  tlie  part  of  our  beloved  country.  Where  is  the  land  that  is 
more  highly  favored  than  our  own  }  Or  where  is  the  people  who  have 
greater  reason  for  gratitude  ?  it  is,  undoubtedly,  our  most  “reasonable 
service.”  For  ourselves,  we  would  be  glad  if  tire  occasion  which  brings 
us  together  at  the  present  time,  would  be  repealed  annually,  and  so  be¬ 
come  a  custom  in  our  own  State.  Possibly  the  event  might  be  stigma¬ 
tized  by  certain  censorious  and  extra-fastidious  cliaractcrs  as  being  rather 
Puritanical,  an  undue  exactness  in  morals,  too  antiquated  for  the  reiine- 
ment  of  modern  years,  and,  withal,  as  tending  to  produce  an  ecclesiasti- 
co-political  despotism  !  But  when  has  been  the  time  in  wdiich  persons 
were  not  found  who  would  oppose  any  thing  of  a  moral  or  religious  na¬ 
ture  ?  Shame  on  such  persons  !  The}'  profess  to  value  and  venerate  our 
IVec  institutions,  and  yet  oppose  that — the  legitimate  operation  of  Chris¬ 
tianity — without  which  our  free  institutions  could  not  exist.  yHkI  in 
their  opposition  to  the  active  inlluencc  of  evangelical  principles,  to 
Avhose  benign  agency  they  are  indebted  for  the  very  blessings  which 
they  would  watch  with  so  jealous  an  eye — they  invariably  resort  to  the 
hacliiieyed  and  stereotyped  jrlea  of  “a  union  of  Church  and  Slate. when 
ihev^  know,  or  ought  to  know,  that  sucli  an  event  could  not  take  place 
without  a  violation  of  the  Magna  Charta  of  our  liberties,  and  that  such 
a  catastrophe  wmuld  be  as  much  deprecated  by  the  friends  of  morality 
as  by  themselves.  Shtmie  on  such  persons,  for  tliey  w^ar  against  the 
usages  of  our  revolutionar}'  sires  ! — usages  which  have  had  the  approba¬ 
tion  of  the  greatest  aud  best  of  American  patriots.  Shame  upon  them ! 
ior  they  oppose  their  own,  aud  their  country’s  highest  interests.  So  I'ar 
I’rom  there  being  any  impropriety,  much  less  danger,  in  the  custom  refer¬ 
red  to,  w-e  regard  it  as  one  worthy  of  perpetuity,  especially  among  a  civ¬ 
ilized,  free,  and  intelligent  people. 

We  consider  it  to  be  both  the  duty  and  privilege  of  communities  and 
nations,  as  sneh,  as  well  as  that  of  individuals,  to  recognize,  in  some  ap¬ 
propriate  manner,  their  dependence  on  the  Moral  Governor  of  the  Uni- 


verse,  and  their  indebtedness  to  Him  lor  al!  good.  Nay,  more  ;  we  con¬ 
sider  nations,  as  such,  as  having  a  peculiar  reason  for  thus  acting.  And 
that  reason  is  this  :  In  the  present  life,  men,  individually  considered,  do 
not  receive  their  only  rewards  and  punishments — the  ecjuitable  distribu¬ 
tion  of  these  being  reserved  for  the  great  day  of  final  accounts — and 
they  may  withhold  from  their  Creator  the  service  of  grateful  hearts,  with¬ 
out  receiving  in  every  instance,  in  this  world,  any  severe  though  merited 
rebuke  from  heaven.  This  remark,  however,  is  not  applicable  to  na- 
iions ;  for  with  them,  as  such,  there  is  no  hereafter.  In  the  other  worid^ 
we  will  be  punished  or  rewarded  in  a  personal  sense  only.  On  earth, 
individual  offences  may  go  unrepented  and  unpunished  till  the  judgment 
of  the  great  day.  But  the  nation  that  sins  or  obeys  will  be  punished  or 
rewarded,  as  a  nation.,  and  that  in  this  icorlcl. 

The  Supreme  Euler,  let  it  ever  be  remembered,  is  not  an  idle  or  in¬ 
different  spectator  of  those  things  which  occur  among  His  sublunary 
creatures, — such  a  supposition  would  be  hostile  to  the  perfections  of  His 
nature, — He  is  either  directly,  by  His  efficient  will,  or  indirectly,  by  His 
permissive  agency,  concerned  in  every  thing  that  transpires  in  our  world. 
For  He  is  omniscient  and  omnipresent,  and  His  all-wise  Providence  ex¬ 
tends  to,  and  over-rules  all  things,  both  small  and  great. 

“He  sees  with  equal  eye,  as  God  of  all, 

A  hero  perish,  or  a  sparrow  fall; 

Atoms  or  systems  into  ruin  hurl’d  ; 

And  now  a  bubble  burst,  and  now  a  world." — Pope. 

Such  is  the  doctrine  of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  the  sentiment  of  the  poet. 

e  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  interesting  truth,  that  many  things  take 
place  on  earth  by  the  positive  order  of  the  Almighty,  and  nothing  oc¬ 
curs  without  His  knowledge  and  permission.  There  is  nothing  so  liigh 
that  is  beyond  His  reach,  and  nothing  so  low  that  is  beneath  His  notice  ; 
for,  as  He  rules  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  so  also  He  takes  care  of  the  birds 
of  the  air,  the  flowers  of  the  field,  and  the  very  hairs  of  our  head.* 
Indeed  it  is  impossible  for  a  candid  person  to  examine  carefully  the 
history  of  the  world,  without  being  convinced  of  the  fact,  that  the  great 
Euler  of  the  Universe  is  also  the  august  Aloriarch  of  mankind  :  that,  as 
such.  He  has  sacred  and  unalienable  claims  upon  our  allegiance ;  and 
that  our  individual  and  national  prosperity  will  be  measured  by  our  de¬ 
vout  acknowledgement  of  Him,  and  by  our  sincere  and  constant  attach¬ 
ment  to  His  laws.  Where  the  latter  is  withheld,  the  former  will  either 
be  diminished  or  not  exist  at  all, — for  nations,  as  such,  are  rewarded  or 
punished  only  in  this  world.  To  say  nothing  of  other  people,  we  have 
*Dau.  4;  :4j.  Matth.  10:  29,  30.  6:  30.  Luke  12:  24. 


a  striking  prool’  ol'  tlie  tact  just  staled,  iii  the  history  of  the  Jewisii  ('om- 
iiionwealth,  especially  under  the  administration  of  tlie  Judges  ;  and  what 
is  written  of  them  u'as  intended  for  our  benefit.  Their  national  success 
was  iiniibnnly  the  eflect  of  national  obedience,  and  their  national  calam¬ 
ities  wore  invariably  the  result  of  national  wickedness.  So  has  it  been, 
and  so  will  it  be,  with  all  other  nations. 

On  this  subject  the  word  of  God  is  plain  and  significant.  ‘‘Be  wise 
now  therefore,  O  ye  kings  ;  be  instructed,  ye  judges  of  the  earth.  Serve 
the  Lord  with  fear,  and  rejoice  with  trembling.  Kiss  the  Son,  lest  he  be 
angry,  and  ye  perish  from  the  way,  when  his  wrath  is  kindled  but  a  lit¬ 
tle.  Blessed  are  all  they  that  put  their  trust  in  him.”  Again  :  “Happy 
is  that  people  whose  God  is  the  Lord.”  Again  :  “Righteousness  exalt- 
cth  a  nation,  but  sin  is  a  reproach  to  any  people.”  And  again  :  “For  the 
ziation  and  kingdom  that  will  not  serve  thee  (the  Lord)  shall  perish; 
yea,  those  nations  shall  be  utterly  wasted.”* 

I’liis  great  doctrine  of  national  accountaiilihj  is  no  novel  affair  or 
speculative  theory.  It  is  a  doctrine  taught  not  only  in  the  oracles  of 
truth,  but  taught  and  confirmed  by  the  united  c.xpericncc  of  all  ages  and 
jiations.  It  was  fully  recognized  by  the  wise  and  patriotic  framers  of 
VU7'  government — a  recognition,  which  constitutes  the  brightest  page  in 
the  illustrious  annals  of  our  countiy’s  history.  On  several  occasions, 
during  the  progress  of  the  revolutionary  struggle,  did  Congress,  as  their 
Journal  shows,  recommend  the  public  and  solemn  observance  of  a  spe¬ 
cified  day  in  which  God  should  be  particularly  recognized  “as  the  Su¬ 
preme  Disposer  of  all  events,  and  the  Arbiter  of  the  fate  of  nations.” 
And  the  members  of  Congress  adjourned  and  joined  in  the  solemnities 
of  the  days  thus  set  apart.  They  did  not  think  it  beneath  them  ;  no — 
and  they  were  men  of  umpiestionable  wisdom,  stainless  integrity,  and 
ardent  patriotism.  In  July,  1775,  sucli  a  day  was  observed,  by  a  reso¬ 
lution  of  Congress ;  and  General  Washington  issued  an  order  from 
Head  Quarters  directing  “that  day  to  be  religiously  observed  by  the  for¬ 
ces  under  his  command.”|  In  the  beginning  of  1776,  Goeernor  W. 
Livingston  introduced  a  resolution  in  Congress  for  the  observance  of 
.such  a  day,  and  it  was  adopted.  Towards  the  close  of  the  same  year  a 
committee  of  three  was  a[>])ointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  the  inhabit¬ 
ants  of  America,  and  a  recommendation  to  the  several  States  to  appoint 

*]’sahas2:  1(1—12.  Ml:  l-j.  Prov.  11 :  31.  Isaiah  60  :  12. 

1  In  regard  to  this  day,  Ramsey,  the  historian,  remarks “Since  the  fast  of 
the  R'iuevifes  recorded  in  sacred  writ,  perhaps  there  has  not  been  one  which  wa.s 
mure  generally  oh, served  with  suitable  dispositions,  than  that  of  the  20th  July,  177.''). 
it  was  no  Ibnn.il  service;  llie  whole  body  ol  the  people  felt  the  importance,  the 
weight  and  danger  of  the  uuetpial  coiilcsl,’'  &c. 


and  observe  a  similar  day.  “JTfr.  Wi/lterspoon,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  and  jTir. 
Adams^^’’  composed  that  committee.*  In  1778,  a  similar  day  was  re¬ 
commended  by  the  same  body,  and  observed  by  the  colonies.  In  1779 
another  recommendation  appeared,  bearing  the  honorable  .signature  of 
'■'■John  Jay,'’’’  at  that  time  President  of  Congre.ss.  In  1780  another  day 
was  observed  in  the  same  manner.  In  1781  another  day  was  ordered  to 
be  observed.  Still  another  was  observed  in  1782.  And  early  in  the  year 
following,  “the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events,”  whom  the  continental 
Congress  had  so  often,  nationally  and  officially,  honored,  vouchsafed 
peace  to  the  nation.  In  a  word,  during  that  ever  memorable  period,  no 
less  than  eight  Fasts  and  seven  Thanksgivings  were  recommended  in 
proclamation  by  that  truly  patriotic  body.  Divine  direction  and  assist¬ 
ance  were  publicly  sought  and  graciously  granted  not  only  during  the' 
war  for  American  independence,  but  during  the  sessions  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  which  formed  our  present  Constitution — and  that,  too,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  an  eloquent  appeal  from  the  great  Franklin ;  and  may  we  not 
trace  the  wisdom  and  energy  which  planned  this  national  charter  of 
rights  to  that  very  circumstance  i 

We  mention  these  facts,  with  heart-felt  pleasure,  to  show  that  the 
Fathers  of  our  Republic  constantly  recognized  God  as  “the  supreme  Dis¬ 
poser  of  all  events,”  and  one  worthy  the  homage  and  adoration  of  all 
Plis  creatures.  They  wrote,  and  spoke,  and  felt,  and  acted,  under  a  deep- 
sense  of  their  dependence  on  Him,  and  with  the  fixed  purpose  of  hon¬ 
oring  Idim  and  revering  His  truth.  They  firmly  believed  in  the  scriptural 
and  reasonable  doctrine  of  national  accountability,  and  acted  accordingly. 
And  we  may  here  add,  that  this  doctrine  is  endorsed  by  the  proclamation 
which  has  broug-ht  us  together  at  this  time. 

Now,  with  these  facts  before  us,  we  cannot  conceive  of  a  reason  suf¬ 
ficient  to  justify  the  conduct  of  those  persons  who  would  raise  a  dis- 

*  Who  was  John  Witherspoon,  tlie  chairman  of  the  above  mentioned  commit¬ 
tee  ?  A  native  of  Scotia — a  lineal  descendant  of  the  great  reformer,  John  Knox — 
and  a  Presbyterian  minister  of  great  reputation  and  success.  In  consequence  of  an 
earnest  appeal  from  the  tnistees  of  Princeton  college,  he  consented  to  come  to  ll'u.s 
country  and  take  charge  of  that  institution.  It  greatly  flourished  under  his  \yise 
government,  but  was  dispersed  upon  the  commencement  of  the  war.  lie  thee  cor- 
dialh''  espoused  the  cause  of  the  patriotic  colonists,  and  rendered  them  important 
services.  The  citizens  of  New  Jersey  elected  him  “as  one  of  the  most  proper  del¬ 
egates”  whom  they  could  send  to  the  convention  which  formed  their  republican 
constitution.  He  was  also  connected  with  the  revolutionary  committees  and  con¬ 
ventions  of  the  State.  For  seven  years  he  was  a  member  of  that  Congress  which 
•secured  to  Americans  the  establishment  of  their  independence,  and  his  is  the  only^ 
minister’s  name  attached  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  His  biographer, 
speaking  of  his  death,  says  of  him; — “The  college  of  New  Jersey  lost  in  him  a 
most  distinguished  president,  America  one  of  her  ablest  politicians,  and  the  church 
of  Christ  one  of  her  most  valuable  ministers.”  And  who  were  Messrs.  Lee  and 
Adams’  Men  eminent  amongst  the  eminent,  whose  work  i.s  otiv  inlierilance. 
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senling  voice  to  the  practice  in  question.  The  Lord  reigns.  He  has  all 
nations  under  his  rightful  authority,  and  can  do  with  them  as  may  seem 
good  in  Ilis  sight.  The  superintending,  sustaining',  and  directing  Provi¬ 
dence  of  this  great  and  glorious  P>eing  was  nationally  recognized  and  re¬ 
peatedly  iin’oked  by  those  who  were  instrumental  in  securing  to  them¬ 
selves  and  us  the  privileges,  civil  and  religious,  of  which  we  are  prone 
to  boast,  and  winch  we  justly  regard  as  constituting  the  distinguishing 
glory  of  our  nation.  'I’lie  same  Providence  was  reverentially  recognized 
by  the  nation,  as  late  as  May  the  14th,  1841.  And  the  same  Providence 
is  now  publicly  acknowledged  by  us,  as  well  as  by  several  of  our  sister 
States. 

The  circumstance.?,  however,  which  have  now  called  us  together,  dif¬ 
fer  very  much  from  those  which  induced  our  forefathers  to  assemble 
themselves  together  and  devoutly  call  upon  God.  Those  were  times 
which  tried  men’s  souls— times  of  war.,  with  all  the  terrific  accompani¬ 
ments  of  war.  The  colonists  were  then  contending  for  independence, 
for  nationality,  often  amid  scenes  of  hardship  and  discouragement  trying 
in  the  extreme.  And  the  days  specified  by  the  proclamation  of  Con¬ 
gress  were,  for  the  most  part,  to  be  observed  as  days  of  Fasting,  Humil¬ 
iation,  and  Prayer.  Our  situation,  tb.anks  to  a  kind  Providence,  is  vastly 
difierent.*  We  are  peimitted  to  participate  in  all  the  blessings  of  peace; 
and  we  are  now  summoned  together,  by  the  seasonable  proclamation  of 
our  Governor,  to  unite  in  devout  expressions  of  gratitude  to  God  for  all 
His  goodness  to  us. 

Tills  appointment,  coming  as  it  does  from  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
our  Commonwealth,  wc  cannot  but  regard  as  ominous  of  good;  and,  in, 
this  connection,  we  cannot  refrain  from  again  expressing  the  hope,  that 
it  will  be  .succeeded  by  a  .similar,  one,  at  least  once  every  year.  We  feel 
assured  it  would  receive  a  prompt  and  corilial  response  from  the  friends 
of  good  order  throughout  the  Stale,  and  be  productive  of  much  perma- 

*  The  dillererice,  however,  we  must  confess,  reflects  sadly  on  us  in  some  res¬ 
pects,  and  is  well  calculated  to  humble  us.  The  spirit  of  the  Continental  Congress 
rebukes  tliat  iniidel  spirit  so  rampant  in  many  ])arts  of  our  land,  and  which  occa- 
sioi.ally  developes  itself  even  in  the  halls  of  Congress,  in  the  irreverent  use  of  God’s 
word  and  name,  as  well  as  in  repeated  opposition  to  the  appointment  of  cliaplain,?. 
And  we  will  liere  be  excused  for  referring  to  another  faci,  reflecting  sadly  on  the 
sjiirit  of  the  jiresent  age  :  In  1777  a  memoriai,  respecting  the  printing  of  the  Bible, 
was  presented  to  Congress  by  the  llev.  Dr.  Allison,  pastor  of  the  1st  Presbyterian 
church  of  Philadelpiiia.  Tlie  committee  to  whom  this  memorial  was  referred,  re¬ 
ported  on  the  1  Itli  of  September  of  said  year  ;  and  Congress  agreed,  “That  the  com- 
rnittee  on  Commerce  be  directed  to  import  20.000  copies  of  the  Bible-”  How  does 
this  spirit  of  proibiind  reverence  for  the  sacred  oracles  liarmonize  with  that  which 
is  now  laboring  indofafigably  and  successfully  to  exclude  the  Bible  from  our  com¬ 
mon  schools?  1.’  not  tliQ  contrast  a  melancholy  one,  and  does  it  not  portend  great 
evil  ?  Oh  for  the  spirit  of  '7(),  to  correct  this  culpable  degeneracy,  this  denationali¬ 
zing  sacrilege  I 
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neiit  good ;  nor  would  the  abuse  of  such  a  day,  ou  the  part  of  some,  by 
occasional  scenes  of  luxurious  indulgence  or  boisterous  intemperance, 
constitute  a  valid  reason  why  such  a  day  should  not  be  observed  at  ail : 
The  good,  we  believe,  would  counterbalance  whatever  evil  might  occur. 
And,  in  our  humble  opinion,  it  would  not  be  amiss  for  the  Governor, 
occasionally,  if  not  every  jmar,  to  recommend  a  day  to  be  observed  as 
a  season  of  fasting,  humiliation,  and  prayer.  For  we  have  not  only 
many  things,  on  account  of  which  to  be  sincerely  grateful,  but  also  many 
things  on  account  of  which  to  be  deeply  humbled  and  abased. 

Let  us  now  contemplate  the  circumstances  in  which  we  are  placed, 
and  the  reasons  we  have  to  ‘■'offer  unto  God  ilianksgivingP 

In  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  God  is  acknowledged  to  be  “the 
great  Giver  of  all  good,”  as  well  as  “the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe.” 
Such,  indeed,  is  His  glorious  character.  He  is  the  Bountiful  Benefactor 
of  the  children  of  men.  By  His  creative  power  were  we  made,  and  by 
the  unremitting  care  of  His  ever  active  and  beneficent  Providence  have 
we  been  nourished,  sustained,  and  protected.  On  Him  we  are  entirely 
and  constantly  dependent,  and  to  Him  we  are  indebted  for  life  and  its  di¬ 
versified  enjoyments.  Second  causes,  we  admit,  exist,  having  their  re¬ 
spective  influence ;  and  certain  channels  have  been  appointed,  through 
which  favors,  in  abundance,  flow  to  us  ; — But  all  these  second  or  subor¬ 
dinate  causes  are  under  the  control  of  the  Great  First  Gaus":,  and  all  our 
favors  are  justly  referrible  to  Him,  as  their  primary  sou.  the  underi¬ 
ved  Fountain  of  all  goodness.  He  is,  therefore,  spoken  of  in  li  ’  words 
of  our  text  as  that  great  Being  to  whom  our  sincere  and  devout  expres¬ 
sions  of  gratitude  are  most  undoubtedly  due.  “Offer  unto  God  thanks¬ 
giving.”  And  we  are  highly  culpable  when  we  refuse  or  omit  to  regard 
Him,  in  suitable  ways,  as  the  original,  self-existent  Author  of  all  good, 
and  when  we  decline  or  neglect  to  return  our  thanks  to  Him  for  the  nu¬ 
merous  blessings — public  and  jirivate,  common  and  special,  temporal  and 
spiritual— -whicli  we  have  received  at  His  hands. 

We  are,  my  friends,  a  highly  favored  people,  inasmuch  as  we  are 
greatly  honored  and  distinguished,  in  respect  of  our  privileges,  above 
many  nations  of  the  earth.  This  will  appear  as  we  notice  briefly  and 
in  succession  the  several  subjects  of  gratitude  furnished  by  the  Proclam¬ 
ation. 

1.  ‘■‘•God  has 'preserved  to  us  our  great  civil  and  religious  rightsP 
This  is  a  proper  acknowledgement,  for  it  is  to  God  that  we  owe  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  these  inestimable  blessings.  True,  they  were  secured,  pre¬ 
served,  and  transmitted  by  men  ;  but  b}"  men  as  mere  instruments  or  sec¬ 
ondary  agents — and  we  are  guilty  of  base  ingratitude  to  God,  when,  in 


10 


jr.ilccling  on  what,  ha.s  been  done  lor  ns,  our  praise  and  veneration  ter¬ 
minate  on  the  patriots  and  statesmen  of  our  country.  Great  as  these 
have  been,  and  honored  as  their  memory  ought  ever  to  he,  still,  our  feel¬ 
ings  of  gratitude  should  rise  above  and  terminate  beyond  them.  “Except 
the  TiOrd  build  the  liouse,  they  labor  in  vain  tliat  build  it;  except  the 
Lord  keep  the  city,  the  watchman  waketli  but  in  vain.”*  Our  republi¬ 
can  institutions,  “our  great  civil  and  religious  rights,”  have  been  under 
the  sleepless  ami  unremitting  care  of  Israel’s  God.  They  were  origin¬ 
ally  granted,  and  have  ever  since  been  guarded  and  preserved  by  Him. 
Hut  this  consideration  does  not  free  us  I’rom  all  concern  in  seeking  their 
perpetuity.  It  is  our  duty  as  subordinate  agents,  to  use  all  diligence  and 
vigilance  in  preserving  these  “civil  and  religious  rights;”  but  we  must 
do  so  in  firm  reliance  on  God,  otherwise  our  diligence  and  vigilance  w  ill 
be  employed  in  vain.  A.s  it  is  in  religions,  so  it  is  in  temporal  matters — 
success  must  be  derived  from  the  Divine  blessing.  God  must  give  the 
increase.  Hitherto  these  right.s  liave  been  preserved  amongst  us — thanks 
be  to  God  for  it— and  that,  too,  at  times  when  the  same  rights  were  jeop¬ 
ardized  and  invaded  in  other  countries.  Hitherto  these  riglits  Iiave  been 
preserved  amongst  ms,  when  the  inlrabitanls  of  other  countries  have  been 
and  continue  to  be  experimentally  ignorant  of  them.  Hitherto  these 
rights  have  been  jjrcseracfZ  amongst  ws,  and  that,  too,  amid  the  menaces 
and  evil  predictions  of  disappointed  demagogues.  Hitherto  these  rights 
have  been  preserved  to  ns,  and  our  prayer  to  God  is,  that  we  may  pro¬ 
perly  appreciate  them,  be  '.vorlhy  of  them,  and  that  tliey  may  be  con- 
tinned  amongst  us  till  the  consummation  of  all  things. 

2.  We  are  called  on  to  “oiler  unto  God  thanksgiving,”  because  He 
lias  granted  to  us  “a  season  of  health  and  jilcnty.''’  It  becomes  us,  per¬ 
sonally,  as  it  does  all  mankind,  to  regard  life  itself,  as  well  as  health  of 
body  and  sanity  of  mind,  as  pi  iceless  blessings,  and  as  so  many  induring 
causes  for  thankfulness  to  the  great  Self-existent.  Now,  within  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  our  commonwealth,  during  the  past  year,  there  has  been  a  gen¬ 
eral  prevalence  of  health  ;  and  surely  for  this,  it  is  our  duty,  collectivelv, 
to  lender  to  God  the  tribute  of  grateful  hearts.  The  pestilence,  the 
plague,  or  some  frightful  epidemic,  might  have  visited  our  fair  land,  wast¬ 
ed  our  country,  and  cast  dismay  among  our  people,  just  as  easily  as  they 
have  entered,  and  partially  depopulated  other  countries,  causing  fear  and 
anguish  to  take  fast  hold  of  the  spirits  of  men.  But  God,  in  the  exer¬ 
cise  of  His  discriminating  grace,  has  exempted  us  from  these  direful  evils 
and  all  their  horrid  consecpiences.  Therefore,  oiler  unto  Him  the  sacri- 
tice  of  thanksgiving.  Moreover,  wliile  other  countries  liave  suifered  and 
1-27  :  ]. 
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are  still  siiflcring  from  famine,  or  from  a  partial  absence  of  the  common 
necessaries  and  conveniences  of  life,  we  have  been  blessed  with  “plenty.” 
Indeed  on  no  occasion  have  we,  as  a  nation,  felt  the  influence  of  famine, 
or  realized  the  eflects  of  absolute  want.  We  have  always  had  enough, 
and  more  than  we  really  deserved ;  and  often  we  have  had  enough,  and 
to  spare.  This  may  be  said  of  us  now.  During  the  past  year  the  la¬ 
bors  of  the  husbandman  have  been  crowned  with  success.  The  Lord 
has  given  “us  rain  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  our  hearts 
Muth  food  and  gladness.”*  The  earth  has  brought  forth  abundantly,  and 
the  farmer  has  been  blessed  with  plentiful  harvests,  and  that,  too,  when 
the  crops  have  failed  in  many  parts  of  the  British  dominion  as  well  as 
continental  Europe.  Now,  the  great  increase  of  the  soil,  which  with  us 
furnishes  abundant  provision  for  the  wants  of  all,  renders  it  peculiarly 
appropriate  that  a  Christian  people  should  willingly  unite  in  a  tribute  of 
thanksgiving  to  Him  “who  tempers  the  season,  and  blesses  the  earth  and 
makes  it  fruitful.”^ 

3.  It  is  our  duty  to  render  thanks  to  God,  for  ^^crowning  with  suc¬ 
cess  the  institutions  of  our  heloved  country.’’'’  Our  government  is  no 
longer  an  experiment.  AVisely  and  permanently  adapted,  as  it  is,  to  se¬ 
cure  and  maintain  the  unalienable  rights  of  man,  the  requiem  of  the 
jealous  monarchist,  anticipatory  of  its  destruction,  is  as  gratuitous  as  it 
is  premature. 

The  fact — a  fact  startling  to  the  crowned  heads  of  the  old  world — 
that  a  free,  virtuous,  and  intelligent  people  are  capable  of  self-govern¬ 
ment,  has  been  fully  proved  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  And 
may  we  not  reasonably  hope  that  it  was  reserved  for  our  own  happy 
country  to  convince  the  world,  that  the  liberties  of  a  Republic  can  and 
will  exist  to  the  latest  period  of  time?  To  accomplish  this,  however, 
we  must  be  and  continue  to  be  a  virtuous  and  intelligent  people  ;  reli¬ 
gion  and  learning  must  move  along  together. 

O  O  O  O 

Our  Federal  Constitution  was  planned  in  wisdom,  by  the  ablest  and 
best  men  of  the  nation  ;  it  went  into  operation  fifty-six  j'ears  ago,  and  it 
has  worked  admirably  well  ever  since.  For,  while  other  nations,  more 
or  less,  groan  under  all  the  grievances  of  monarchical  and  despotic  forms 

*  Acts  14 ;  17. 

t  It  may  be  worthy  of  notice  here,  that,  in  the  wheat  crop  alone  of  the  country, 
we  have  this  year  an  estimated  increase  of  22,000,000  bushels  over  the  yield  of  any 
former  year  ;  the  same  crop,  in  1842,  which  was  the  largest  ever  previously  raised  in 
the  United  States,  was  103,000,000  of  bushels,  and  the  estimated  yield  of  tlie  pres¬ 
ent  year  is  125,000,000.  This  large  increase  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  genial  char¬ 
acter  of  the  last  Summer,  as  well  as  to  the  additional  amount  of  land  brought  un¬ 
der  cultivation — the  operation  of  second  causes,  themselves  subject  to  the  great 
Fust  Cause. 


of  goveramcnt,  wc  have  been,  and  slill  are,  enjoying  all  the  blessings  of 
a  model  llcpublic.  We  live  under  a  Constitution  whic,h  recognizes,  in 
the  most  unequivocal  manner,  the  rights  of  conscience  and  the  rights  of 
property — a  Constitution,  undei  whose  wide-spread  and  impartial  pro¬ 
tection,  tlic  high  and  the  low,  th.e  rich  and  the  poor,  the  free-born  and 
naturalized  citizen,  may  find  ample  securit]’.  We  live  in  a  country  where 
wc  enjoy  religious  and  political  freedom— the  one  is  the  effect  of  the 
other — and  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that,  whatever  promotes  the 
true  mental,  moral,  and  religious  greatness  of  our  llepnblic,  will  at  the 
same  time  promote  also  its  civil  welfare,  ami  impart  dignity  and  stability 
to  its  political  liberty.  The  legitimate  consequence  of  this  happy  state 
ol'  things  is  important.  We  have,  as  yet,  no  church  established  by  gov¬ 
ernment,  to  whose  imperiens  authority  the  consciences  of  men  must 
yield,  and  to  whose  arhilrar_y  orders  the  practices  of  men  must  conform, 
or  themselves  be  imprisoned,  hanisiied,  or  persecuted  to  the  death.  But 
we  are  blessed  witli  a  Constitution  that  offers  protection  to  all,  without 
extending  favors  to  one  more  t'lan  to  another.  And  we  live  in  a  land 
where  we  can,  as  yet,  worship  tlie  God  of  our  Fathers  according  to  tlic 
dictates  of  our  own  consciences,  and  there  is  none  to  molest  us  or  make 
us  afraid.  Now,  “free  institutions,  based  iqion  the  true  principle  of  pop¬ 
ular  sovereignty,  and  extending  to  every  individual  equal  personal  liber- 
Ijq  and  to  all  the  hugest  measure  of  that  liberty  consistent  with  peace 
and  order  and  personal  security,  present  a  cause  for  devout  thankfulness 
to  the  Ruler  of  Nations,  from  every  people  who  enjoy  these  blessings.”* 
JFc  enjoy  them,  and  it  becomes  us  to  “offer  unto  God  tlianksgiving.” 

4.  We  would  here  refer  to  another  cause  of  gratitude,  tliough  not 
directly  specilicd  in  the  proclamation,  and  that  is,  the  existence  nf  peace 
U'ithiii  uitr  herders.  The  past  year  has  indeed  been  signalized  to  us  by 
tlie  unexpected  preservation  of  trampulity  amidst  many  rumors  and  fears 
of  war,y  and  lienee  the  more  special  reason  wc  have  for  thanksgiving. 
'Wdiile  other  nations  have  been  more  or  less  involved  in  wars  and  civil 
commotions,!  and  their  resources  of  means  partially  exhausted  to  give 
direction  to,  and  keep  in  operation,  their  warlike  designs  and  military 
expeditions;  we  liave  been,  and  still  are,  permitted  to  enjoy  all  tlie  com- 
I'orts  of  peace.  Streets  flowing  with  human  blood,  and  filled  with  mang- 

*  Silas  Vfriglit. 

t  Between  us  and  England,  respecting  Oregon;  and  between  us  and  Mexico, 
respecting  Texas— to  say  nothing  of  the  indirectly  threatened  interference  of  France 
to  secure  on  Jlmerkun  soil  a  “balance  oi'  power,”  and  so  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
spread  of  popular  libeity  1 — rresinnptuous  impertinence,  verily. 

J  As  Russia  and  her  Caucasian  province,  as  France  and  the  Kabi  les  of  Noitli 
Africa,  as  Ireland,  Spain,  Rortugal,  Mexico,  and  the  Papal  States. 


led  bodies ;  the  agonizing  cries  of  tiie  wounded  and  dying ;  cities  and 
villages  in  flames,  and  fields  laid  waste ;  widowed  mothers  and  orphaned 
children — are  some  of  the  appalling  consequences  of  war,  which  we  are 
not  called  upon  to  witness.  And  God  grant  that  the  day  may  not  be  far 
distant  when  public  sentiment  shall  demand  all  national  difficulties  to  be 
amicably'  settled,  by  negotiation  or  arbitration,  without  resorting  to  the 
cruel  necessity,  the  sanguinary  argument,  of  taking  up  arms.  During 
the  past  year  we  have  been  strangers  to  the  shrill  and  startling  blast  of 
the  warrior’s  bugle,  and  to  the  fierce  and  bloody  onset  of  battle — and 
God  grant  we  always  may^  The  tented  field,  with  its  exciting  scenes  of 
busy'  preparation  ;  the  moving  army',  in  martial  array,  eager  for  the  con¬ 
test,  thirsting  both  for  blood  and  spoil ;  and  all  the  alarming  parapherna¬ 
lia  of  military  strife,  are  objects  which  our  eyes  are  not  permitted  to  see  ; 
and  God  grant  they  never  may'.  Our  borders  are  not  disturbed  by  the 
invasion  of  a  foreign  foe,  nor  are  we  called  to  suffer  for  intestine  feuds ; 
as  a  nation,  we  are  on  terms  of  friendship  with  all  the  great  foreign  pow¬ 
ers;  and  God  grant  that  this  state  of  things  may'  continue  to  be  our  fa¬ 
vored  destiny',  and  that,  through  our  instrumentality,  “peace  and  good 
will  on  earth  may'  be  promoted.”  In  view,  therefore,  of  the  blessings  of 
peace,  which  exist  among  us,  we  should  be  thankful  unto  God  and  praise 
His  name. 

5.  It  is  also  our  duty  to  “ofler  unto  God  thanksgiving,”  because  He 
has  ‘■‘■prospered  our  State  and  Js'alionP  In  1799,  when  the  old  State  Con¬ 
stitution  was  established,  the  free  population  of  our  State  numbered  only 
434.373;  and  in  1840,  it  numbered  1,724,003,  showing  an  increase  of 
1,289,630  in  fifty  years.  Our  internal  and  external  trade,  as  a  State,  is 
much  greater  now  tlian  formerly — the  value  of  imports  being  from  §12,- 
000,000  to  §15,000,000  annually;  of  exports,  from  §4,000,000  to  §5,- 
000,000  ;  and  the  tonnage  about  100,000. 

Our  manufactories  are  now  numerous,  the  most  extensive  consistiim 
of  those  of  cotton,  wool,  iron,  glass  and  paper.*  What  an  improve¬ 
ment  has  been  made  in  all  these  branches  of  industry  and  wealth  since 
the  time  of  their  commencement,  and  how  large  is  the  supplv  of  articles 
manufactured  by  them!  Originally  one  extremity  of  the  State  was  sup¬ 
plied  by'  the  other,  in  all  these  manufactures;  now  these  extremities  can 
supply  themselves,  and  each  other!  Now  the  article  of  salt  itself  is 

*  The  value  of  cotton  goods,  in  1840,  was  $5,01.3,007— exceeded  only  by 
Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  ;  the  value  of  woollen  goods  was  $"2,319,061 — ex¬ 
ceeded  by  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  New  York;  the  value  of  paper  was 
$792,3.35— exceeded  by  Massachusetts  alone;  and  our  State  manufactured  185,639 
tons  ot  ca.st  and  bar  iron — exceeding,  by  102,8.58  tons,  the  amount  made  in  anv 
other  State. 
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niaiiufacturctl  largely  I'rnni  springs  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  and 
the  time  is  M'ithin  the  recollection  of  some  of  my  hearers  wlien  the  same 
article  was  carried  ihere  on  j>eick  horses,  a  bushel  being  often  exchanged 
at  an  early  period  for  '•'•a  co‘w  and  calf.’’’’* 

The  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  many  places,  yield  not  only  vast  quan¬ 
tities  of  iron  ore — which  have  given  existence  to  numerous  and  exten¬ 
sive  furnaces  and  forges,  in  w’hich  a  large  amount  of  capital  is  invested, 
and  multitudes  of  workmen  are  employed  t — but  also  coal,  allbrding  for 
several  years  past  ample  material  for  a  very  lucrative  trade  both  witliin 
and  without  the  State.  It  is  supposed  that  the  bituminous  coal  lands 
comj)rehend  21,000  square  miles,  and  the  autliracite  975  square  miles. J 

AVe  have  amongst  us  numerous  institutions  of  learning,  allbrding 
available  facilities  for  mental,  moral,  and  religious  culture;  all  of  rvhich 
have  spiling  up  since  the  celebrated  '■‘•Log  College,^’’  on  the  ]N’cshaminy.§ 
In  1840,  we  had  twenty  Colleges,  Universities,  and  Theological  Semin¬ 
aries— a  greater  number  than  any  other  State;  and  in  these  institutions 
there  were  2,034  students — a  greater  number  than  in  any  other  State  : 
we  had  also  290  Academies  and  Grammar  schools,  in  which  were  15,- 
970  students — exceeded  only  by  Massachusetts  and  New  York;  and  we 
liad  then  4,968  Primary  and  Common  schools,  in  which  were  about  4,- 
000  teachers,  and  179,989  scholars — exceeded  only  by  New  York  and 
Ohio  1  The  number  of  children  in  the  State,  between  hve  and  fifteen 
years  old,  is  about  330,000.  And  the  annual  amount  of  public  money 
appropriated  to  sustain  the  Common  Schools  is  from  2  to  ^300,000. 

The  system  of  internal  improvements  has  been  of  the  most  gigantic 
character.  As  a  State  we  have  already  “upwards  of  600  miles  of  canals 
and  120  miles  of  rail-roads  in  operation,  which,  with  those  in  course  of 
construction,  will  make,  when  completed,  by  the  Slate  and  incorporated 

*  Pennsylvania  Historical  Collections,  page  667. 

t  It  appears  that,  since  1842,  thirty-two  anthracite  furnaces  have  been  erected 
ill  our  Stale,  some  of  them  making  from  4  to  5,()!)0  tons  of  iron  annually.  They 
consume  annually  250,000  tons  of  anthracite,  an  equal  amount  of  iron  ore,  and  75,- 
000  toms  of  limestone.  They  give  employment  to  2500  laborers,  and  suirport  15,- 
000  persons. 

1  Ill  1840,  the  whole  amount  of  coal  mined  throughout  our  State  was  1,264,709 
tons.  Prom  the  Pottsville  region  alone  there  were  sent,  this  season,  1,035,107  tons, 
and  from  the  Rlauch  Chunk  region,  .121,078  tons.  So  that  these  two  regions  alone 
have  sent  to  the  market  this  season  264,709  tons  more  than  was  mined  tliroughout 
the  Stale  live  years  ago! 

§  This  college  was  founded  by  the  Rev.  AVm.  Tenncnt,  a  Presbyterian  minister, 
who  emigrated  to  this  country,  from  Ireland,  in  1718.  Ur.  Miller,  in  a  note  in  his 
life  of  Ur.  Rodgers,  page  26,  says  of  Mr.  Tennent  : — “He  was  one  of  the  most  em¬ 
inently  pious,  useful,  and  learned  ministers,  especially  in  classical  literature,  that 
the  American  church  er  er  had.”  The  history  of  the  ‘‘Log  College”  has  been  very 
recciilly  published  by  Ur.  Alexander,  of  i’riaceloi;. 
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companies,  1,192  miles  of  canals,  and  728  miles  of  rail-roads — all  viri" 
dertakeii  since  1S26  ;  an  achievement  that  would  reflect  honor  upon  the 
enterprise  of  any  nation  in  the  world*  It  is  not  our  place  to  speak  of 
that  polic}'  which  induced  our  Legislature  to  extend  to  so  great  an  ex¬ 
tent  our  internal  improvements,  and  so  involve  the  State  in  debt.  The 
improvements  have  been  made,  and  they  are  improvements — improve¬ 
ments  of  a  far-reaching,  ramified,  and  useful  kind.  And  although  there 
were  fears  entertained  by  many  that  the  “Keystone”  would  break  in 
consequence  of  them,  although  our  State  credit  had  already  begun  to 
suffer  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  although  there  were  a  few  disposed 
to  favor  the  dishonest  doctrine  of  “repudiation,”  yet,  there  is  no  little 
satisfaction  in  the  reflection,  that  tlie  recent  efforts  put  forth  to  meet  our 
State  obligations,  have  been  crowned  with  praise-worthy  success ;  and  we 
cherish  the  hope  that  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when  full  payment  shall 
be  made,  of  what  is  lawfully  and  honorably  due,  to  all  our  creditors. 

While  speaking  of  our  internal  improvements,  we  would  here  state 
that  our  next  Legislature  will  be  asked  to  grant  an  Act  of  Incorporation 
for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  continuous  railroad  between  Harrisburg  and 
Pittsburg.  For,  after  careful  surveys,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  such  a 
railroad,  “not  exceeding  230  miles  in  length,  without  inclined  planes, 
and  with  no  gradients  over  45  feet  per  mile,  may  be  constructed  at  a 
moderate  expense,  and  with  the  best  prospects  of  an  adequate  remuner¬ 
ation.”  It  would  protect  the  public  improvements  already  made;  con¬ 
tribute  largely  to  our  revenue;  co-operate  with  the  State  Canal  in  times 
of  drought  and  disaster,  and  supply  its  place  during  the  winter  season. 
This  railroad,  when  constructed,  will  cany  passengers  and  light  freight 
from  city  to  city,  a  distance  of  336  miles,  in  from  twenty  to  twenty-four 
hours!  It  was  an  important  era  when  pack  horses  were  superseded  by 
wagons,  and  a  still  greater  advance  in  improvement  when  stage  coaches 
were  introduced,  but  who  can  predict  what  will  supplant  the  Locomotive  f 

As  additional  evidences  of  our  prosperity — rendered  the  more  stri¬ 
king  when  compared  with  olden  times — we  refer  you  to  the  improved 
and  increased  facilities  for  travelling,  carrying  freight,  and  communica¬ 
ting  intelligence,  by  means  of  steam-boats,  and  the  magnetic  telegrapli.'j' 

*  Chapin’s  Gazetteer  of  the  United  States,  for  184-5. 

t  The  followinir  statistics,  respecting  the  employment  of  persons,  8cc.,  mav  not 
be  uninteresting  ;  In  our  State,  in  1840,  there  were  207,53.3  persons  engaged  in 
agriculture  ;  15,333  in  commerce — in  this  we  are  behind  only  New  York  ;  1.S15  in 
navigating  the  ocean;  3,051  in  navigating  canals,  rivers,  &c. — exceeded  only  by 
New  York  ;  105,883  in  manufactures  and  trades — exceeded  only  b}’  New  York; 
and  fi.706  in  the  learned  professions — exceeded  only  by  New  York.  The  whole 
number  of  persons  thus  employed,  is  not  very  far  short  of  what  the  entire  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  State  was  in  1700.  In  1840.  the  estimated  valuation  of  taxable  properl}” 
in  our  State,  was  ^■201,000,000 — in  this  we  are  exceeded  only  by  New  York. 
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We  liave  tlius  given  a  geneiai  slatemeiit  of  facts,  showing  the  pros¬ 
perous  condition  of  -'-our  State  and  it  would  give  us  pleasure  to  fur- 
nisli  also  a  general  statement  of  statistic  information,  to  show  the  no 
less  prosperous  state  of  the  “nation,”  but  time  will  not  permit  us.  Un¬ 
doubtedly  we  have  cause  enough,  in  the  present  llourishing  attitude  of 
our  old  Commouwealtli,  to  “offer  unto  God  thanksgiving.” 

6.  Finally  :  we  are  called  upon  to  render  to  God  thanksgiving  and 
praise,  for  “prcsem'ng  to  us  the  blessings  of  His  revealed  iviU^  and  con¬ 
tinuing  to  us  the  ojfers  of  mercy  through  the  Redeemer.'’'’  For  these  the 
liiinKUi  lieart  can  never  be  siiHiciently  thankful.  Were  we  destitute  of 
all  other  favors,  these  alone  should  call  forth  our  constant  and  most 
grateful  acknowledgements  ;  for,  had  it  not  been  for  these,  our  condition 
rvouid  he  as  mi.serahle  as  we  have  made  it  sinful  and  guilty.  Human  na¬ 
ture  is  had  enough,  as  it  is ",  hut,  were  it  emancipated  from  the  salutary 
restraints  of  Christianity,  it  would  he  iiicoiiceivahly  worse.  It  is  the 
privilege  of  each  of  us  to  say,  “The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant 
places  ;  yea,  I  liave  a  goodly  heritage.”*  While  millions  of  the  human 
family  have  been  born  in  the  darkness  of  Paganism,  among  whom  no 
ray  of  hope  appears  to  brighten  and  cheer  their  pathway  to  the  tomb, 
we  liave  our  lot  cast  in  tire  land  of  Bibles,  and  Sabbaths,  and  Churches, 
and  the  several  Ordinances  of  divine  appointment.  God  has  been  gra- 
cioii.sly  jileased  to  preserve  to  us  the  blessing  of  Ills  word,  and  is  con¬ 
tinuing  to  us  the  oifers  of  salvation  through  His  Son.  Let  it  not,  then, 
he  our  condemnation  that  light  lias  come  into  tlie  world,  and  that  we 
liavc  loved  darkness  rather  than  light.  Let  us  not  undervalue  or  mis- 
improve  the  rich  gifts  of  unmerited  love,  lest  they  be  taken  from  us,  and 
we  he  counted  unworthy  of  them.j 

The  verities  of  inspiration,  or  a  pure  and  operative  and  available 
Cliristianity,  is  the  only  sure  foundation  of  our  national  liberty;  and  if 
yon  injure  or  remove  the  one,  or  allow  it  to  be  injured  or  removed,  the 
other  must  inevitably  siilTer  or  fall.  “It  is  rvortliy  of  remark,”  says  a 
dislinguislied  writer,!  “that  the  Bible  recognizes  and  maintains  tlie  only 
principle  on  which  it  is  possible  for  a  nation  ever  to  enjoy  the  blessings 
of  ci\  il  liberty.  That  principle  is,  that  all  that  is  valuable  in  the  insti- 
tulious  of  civil  liberty  rests  upon  the  character  r^  liich  the  people  sustain 
as  citizens.  'I’he  fear  of  God  i.s  the  foundation  of  political  freedom. 

“He  is  the  freeman  whom  the  trutli  makes  free. 

And  all  are  slaves  beside.” 

Bad  men  cannot  make  good  citizens.  It  is  impossible  that  a  nation  of 
inh'lels  or  idolaters  should  be  a  nation  of  freemen.  It  is  when  a  people 
'  Ts.  16  :  6.  yJohnS;  19.  Acts  18  :  -11.  1  Dr.  G.  Spring. 
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i'orget  God.  tiiat  tyrants  forge  their  chains.  Tlie  principles  of  liberty 
and  the  principles  of  the  Bible  are  most  exactly  coincident.  A  vitiated 
state  of  morals,  a  corrupted  public  conscience  is  incompatible  with  free¬ 
dom.  Holland  was  free,  so  long  as  she  was  virtuous.  She  was  a  flour¬ 
ishing  Republic,  she  produced  great  and  enlightened  statesmen,  until  she 
became  corrupt,  and  infidelity  spoiled  her  of  her  glory.  France  would 
have  become  free  on  the  accession  of  her  present  king,  but  for  the  rad¬ 
ical  deficiency  in  her  moral  virtue.  When  the  distinguished  Perrier,  who 
succeeded  La  Fayette  in  the  office  of  Prime  Minister  to  Louis  Philippe, 
was  on  his  bed  of  death,  he  exclaimed  with  great  emphasis  and  fervor, 
^'■France  inust  have  religion  !  Liberty  cannot  exist  without  Morality,, 
nor  Morality  without  the  Religion  of  the  Bible.”  Coincident  with  this 
is  the  language  of  ‘‘the  Father  of  our  country,”  in  his  farewell  address 
to  the  people  of  these  Hnitcd  States  :  "‘Of  all  dispositions  and  habits,” 
he  remarks,  “which  lead  to  political  prosperit}-.  Religion  and  Morality 
are  indispensable  supports.  In  vain  w'ould  that  man  claim  the  tribute  of 
patriotism,  who  would  labor  to  subvert  these  great  pillars  of  human  hap¬ 
piness,  these  firmest  props  of  the  duty  of  men  and  citizens.  Tire  mere 
politician,  equally  with  the  pious  man,  ought  to  respect  and  cherish  them. 
A  volume  could  not  trace  all  their  connections  wdth  private  and  public 
felicity.  Let  it  simply  be  asked,  w'here  is  the  security  for  property,  for 
life,  if  the  sense  of  religious  obligation  desert  the  oaths  which  are  the 
instruments  of  investigation  in  courts  of  Justice?  And  let  us  with  cau¬ 
tion  indulge  the  supposition,  that  iMorality  can  be  maintained  wdthout 
Religion.  Whatever  may  be  conceded  to  the  influence  of  refined  edu¬ 
cation  on  minds  of  peculiar  structure,  reason  and  experience  both  forbid 
us  to  expect  that  national  Morality  can  prevail  in  exclusion  of  religious 
principle.” 

It  w'onld  seem,  however,  that  these  wise  and  patriotic  sentiments  of 
the  great  and  good  Washington  have  been  either  forgotten  by  many,  or 
are  considered  too  old-fashioned  to  suit  the  exquisitely  refined  taste — to 
say  nothing  of  the  Jesuitical  cunning — of  those  who  would  labor  to  di¬ 
vorce  the  Bible  from  learning,  and  give  our  youth  an  unsanctified,  a  god¬ 
less  education.  Such  persons,  surely,  have  no  claim  to  “the  tribute  of 
patriotism,”  as  Washington  himself  avow^s.  They  are  the  enemies,  tlie 
insidious  and  w’orst  enemies  of  our  Republic,  wdio  should  not  be  trusted, 
and  whose  conduct,  in  this  respect,  should  arouse  the  attention  and  in¬ 
crease  the  vigilance  of  every  sincere  patriot. 

The  “revealed  will”  of  God,  the  Scriptures — when  accessible  to  all — 
constitute  the  only  certain  preservative,  not  less  than  the  original  chartei, 
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of  human  rights,  and  slioiihl  he  valued  accordingly.  Tlicy  form  the 
basis  of  all  oiir  privileges.  And  they  alone  can  point  us  to  God,  in 
Christ,  reconciling  the  world  to  Himself.  In  tliem  we  have  a  system  of 
the  purest  ethics,  matured  and  perfected ;  in  which  we  are  taught  the 
true  relation  we  sustain  to  God,  to  one  another,  and  what  is  necessary 
to  secure  the  IDivinc  favor  and  acceptance — instruction,  which  human 
reason,  su})eraddcd  to  the  light  of  nature,  could  never  impart.  Here  we 
have  ‘‘the  offers  of  mercy  through  the  Redeemer.'”  Yes,  here  we  are 
directed  to  Christ,  the  atoning  Lamb,  the  ^Yay,  the  Truth,  and  the  Life — 
by  whom  alone  we  can  approach  unto  tlic  Father.  Well,  indeed,  may 
we  exclaim  with  Paul,  ‘‘Thanks  be  unto  God  for  his  unspeakable  gift!” 
“For  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  Ids  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  bclicvcth  in  Him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting 
life.”*  Sahuition  is  through  Christ  alone,  for  there  is  no  other  name 
given  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved ;  and  it  is  all  of  free  grace 
for  by  grace  are  ye  saved,  tlirough  hrith  in  Christ,  and  that  not  of  your¬ 
selves,  it  is  the  gift  of  God.’j' 

'Fhe  blessings  pinchascd  by  Christ,  and  which  are  in  great  mercy 
ollcrcd  to  us,  are,  juslificalio?! — involving  the  pardon  of  sins,  an  ac- 
(pdttal  from  guilt  or  the  penalty  of  tlie  law,  the  possession  of  God’s 
favor,  with  a  title  to  heaven ;  adoption — by  whicli  we  are  admitted  into 
the  society,  and  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  the  sons  of  God; 
sanctificatioji — involving  the  mortification  of  sin,  and  the  reduction  of 
its  inlluence  within  narrower  limits,  itself  the  legitimate  work  of  the 
promised  Coml'orter,  a  work  commenced  in  grace  and  completed  in 
glory.  These,  “and  the  several  benefits  which,  in  this  life,  do  either 
accompany  or  flow  from  them,”  namely,  “assurance  of  God’s  love, 
peace  of  conscience,  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost,  increase  of  grace,  and  per¬ 
severance  tlicrein  to  the  end” — are  blessings,  of  which  the  atonement 
of  Cluist  must  be  regarded  as  the  procuring  cause,  and  for  which  we 
cannot  be  too  thankful. 

For  all  these  precious  blessings  we  arc  solemnly  obliged  to  unite 
ill  irratcful  acknowledgments  to  our  heavenly  Father.  Let  such  be 
done.  “And  as  our  dependence  on  God  is  so  entire,  that  we  have  all 
to  ask,  and  our  innocence  so  lost,  that  we  have  much  to  fear,”  let  us 
fervently  “supplicate  Him  for  the  continuance  of  these  rich  ble.ssings 
to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  and  for  that  meekness,  humility,  and 
gratitude  which  becomes  the  recipients  of  his  bountiful  goodness.” 

‘Johnl:  29;  M:  6.  2  Cor.  9  :  15.  John  3:  Ih. 

i  .'^cts  1 :  12.  Lp.  2  ;  S. 
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And  may  the  Lord,  the  God  of  our  Fathers,  the  great  Ruler  of 
nations,  long  preserve  to  us,  as  a  people,  the  many  and  precious  fa¬ 
vors,  for  which  we  would  now  unite  in  rendering  to  Him  our  sincerest 
thanks. 
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